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30™ April 2021: - The Ministry of Health would like to update the general
public on the COVID-19 situation in the country and the response to preventa

resurgence of the pandemic.

OVERVIEW OF COVID-19 IN THE COUNTRY

As of today, the cumulative number of COVID-19 cases stand at 41,866, active
cases on admission are 33, recoveries (home-based care and health facility

based) stand at 41,422 while 342 have succumbed to this highly infectious
and deadly disease.

We are now experiencing a gradual increase in the COVID-19 cases as shown
by the statistics collected countrywide in the last 6 weeks and it is an
inclination towards the beginning of a resurgence. This surge is already
showing in districts that have remained on high alert and have been carrying
out active surveillance like Arua, Gulu, Kiryandongo, Oyam, Kitgum, Jinja,

Tororo, Adjumani, Moyo, Wakiso and Kampala.

It is important for us to note that for viral epidemics, the second wave is

usually more aggressive than the 15t wave

COVID-19 Variants

Since the pandemic was first recognized at the end of 2019, scientists have
been conducting surveillance of the Coronavirus to understand its genetic

sequence, to track virus evolution and transmission. The sequences have also

helped in designing diagnostic kits and vaccines.
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Here in Uganda laboratory sequenciﬁg for the variants has been coordinated,
carried out and reported by the UVRI in collaboration with the MRC/UVRI &
LSHTM Uganda Research Unit and Makerere University since April 2020.

There are currently 5 variants that have been detected in the country. The
epidemiological distribution and impact of these variants in Uganda is
currently unknown, but our scientists are continuously studying the
progression. We have however, observed that some of these variants enable
the virus to transmit more efficiently from person to person, and infection

from some may result into more severe illness.

The variants currently circulating are:

i Indian variant

ii. South African variant
iil. Nigerian variant

iv. UK variant

V. Ugandan variant

Of the 399 samples sequenced so far, the distribution of variants is as follow:

Variant Original | Nos detected | Location of patient
report in Uganda
A.23.1 (VOI) Uganda 135 First reported in

Uganda, but now found

in 34 countries
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